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Larry Summers is a friend and an enormous
talent, and | have great respect for President
Obama and his team. But Congress is the
constitutionally designated steward of taxpayer
dollars. We should insist on the limitations in
the Frank bill before releasing another $350
billion.

| expect to support a robust and effective
stimulus bill. | wish the second tranche of
TARP had been totally revamped and added
to the stimulus proposal.

———
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Mr. CALVERT. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor and pay tribute to an individual
whose dedication and contributions to our
country are exceptional. The United States
has been fortunate to have dynamic and dedi-
cated leaders who willingly and unselfishly
give their time and talent to make our Nation
a better place to live and work. Dr. Raymond
Orbach is one of these individuals. On Janu-
ary 23, 2009, Dr. Orbach’s term serving as the
first Under Secretary of the Office of Science
at the U.S. Department of Energy will come to
an end.

Dr. Orbach began his academic career as a
postdoctoral fellow at Oxford University in
1960 and became an assistant professor of
applied physics at Harvard University in 1961.
He joined the faculty of the University of Cali-
fornia, Los Angeles, UCLA, 2 years later as an
associate professor and became a full pro-
fessor in 1966. From 1982 to 1992, he served
as the provost of the College of Letters and
Science at UCLA.

From 1992 to 2002, Dr. Orbach served as
chancellor of the University of California (UC),
Riverside, located in the 44th Congressional
District of California. Under his leadership, UC
Riverside doubled in size, achieved national
and international recognition in research, and
led the University of California in diversity and
educational opportunity. In addition to his ad-
ministrative duties at UC Riverside, he sus-
tained an active research program; worked
with  postdoctoral, graduate, and under-
graduate students in his laboratory; and taught
the freshman physics course each year. As
the Distinguished Professor of Physics, Dr.
Orbach set the highest standards for aca-
demic excellence.

Dr. Orbach was nominated by President
Bush to serve as the first Under Secretary for
Science at the U.S. Department of Energy
(DOE) on December 13, 2005. He was con-
firmed unanimously by the U.S. Senate on
May 26, 2006, and was sworn in by Secretary
of Energy Samuel Bodman on June 1, 2006.

In his capacity as under secretary, Dr.
Orbach’s primary responsibility was to serve
as chief scientist for DOE, providing advice to
the Secretary of Energy on all scientific and
technical programs in DOE. Serving as chief
scientist within DOE, Dr. Orbach advised the
Secretary of Energy on a variety of topics, in-
cluding the annual assessment of the reliability
and safety of the U.S. nuclear warhead stock-
pile, which is developed each year by the Sec-
retary of Defense and Secretary of Energy for
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the President of the United States. As Under
Secretary for Science, he was responsible for
the department’s implementation of the admin-
istration’s American Competitiveness Initiative
to help drive continued U.S. economic growth.
He also was responsible for leading the de-
partment’s efforts to transfer technologies from
DOE national laboratories and facilities to the
global marketplace, serving as the depart-
ment’s technology transfer coordinator, in ac-
cordance with the Energy Policy Act, and was
chair of the DOE Technology Transfer Policy
Board, responsible for coordinating and imple-
menting policies for the department’s tech-
nology transfer activities.

Dr. Orbach’s tireless passion for science
has contributed immensely to the betterment
of the Department of Energy and the United
States of America. | am proud to call Dr.
Orbach a fellow American and friend. | know
that many people around the country are
grateful for his service and salute him as he
ends his term.
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Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, | have often
said that women working together can accom-
plish great things. | rise this evening to pay
tribute to such a group of women, born and
raised in the depression in our favorite city,
San Francisco, who have helped, consoled,
networked, laughed, cried and raised their
families together since meeting as school-
children some 70 years ago. This special
group of ladies is known to themselves and in
excess of 100 sons, daughters, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren by the simple name:
“Club.”

The original eight members met as children
in the Excelsior District. Marie Regalia (later
Kennealy), Anne Desmond (Cordes), Ann
Espinosa (Sanchez), Connie Slevin (Voreyer),
Mary McBrady (Ghiorso) and Rose Damonte
(Larsen) were students at Epiphany Catholic
School and Grover Cleveland Elementary but
played together at Crocker Amazon Park and
remained together through High School and
into adulthood.

Along the way, they picked up new mem-
bers Irene and Janet Loretto, Gena O’Brien,
Shirley Kennealy, Jeanne McKevitt, Barbara
Dykstra, Elli Morris and Lori Carlin. The group
has raised 58 children between them, trading
used clothes, toys and baby furniture and pro-
viding moral, psychological and baby-sitting
help long before modern innovations like the
internet, self-help books and Oprah.

Madam Speaker, the women of “Club” rep-
resent the finest of America. Each has made
a profound mark on her community—from
serving on boards of charities, presiding over
parish women’s guilds, coaching and teaching
young girls, and unselfishly passing on their
hard-earned wisdom to anyone looking for
guidance.

After graduating from high school in 1950,
the women pledged to meet regularly to com-
pare notes and ideas on how to navigate their
rapidly changing world. Most are daughters of
immigrants who were raised in the customs
and traditions of “the old country” and were
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now charged with charting their own course.
For nearly six decades, they have stayed in
constant touch, sharing lunches, laughs and
the kind of camaraderie that comes only with
a lifetime of mutual experiences. Together,
they have celebrated births and weddings,
grieved at funerals, offered support during di-
vorces and other setbacks and lent a hand
whenever any of them needed a lift. In addi-
tion, “Club” has held more than 100 showers
for births, weddings and ordinations to the
priesthood.

The families of these confident and outgoing
women know all-too-well the far-reaching influ-
ence of “Club”. Indeed, few important deci-
sions are made without running it by the group
and woe to the husband who does something
foolish or insensitive enough to top the agen-
da at a monthly get-together.

Madam Speaker, you and | have both said
that it is San Franciscans that make San Fran-
cisco such a special place. | can think of no
greater example to illustrate this point than the
vibrant, beautiful and passionate ladies known
to all who have made their acquaintance as
“Club.”

——————
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Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, today,
lowa State University will host its celebration
of the life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. The Advancing One Community
Award given in his name will recognize the
laureates’ commitment to an inclusive multicul-
tural community and efforts to reduce injustice
and inequity. Receiving this award will be
Mary de Baca, who has never shied from that
struggle.

Mary de Baca coordinates diversity pro-
grams for the world-renowned College of Agri-
culture at lowa State University. She is the
program and financial advisor to the George
Washington Carver Internship Program. She is
the faculty advisor to the lowa State University
chapter of Minorities in Agriculture, Natural
Resources, and Related Sciences (MANRRS).
She has built that club into a national power-
house: it has been National MANRRS Chapter
of the Year three of the last four years. She
has established linkages between lowa State
and historically Black land grant colleges, His-
panic serving institutions, and tribal colleges
so that they can share faculty, laboratory
equipment, and resources, and bring talented
minority students into the academic pipeline.
As a result, lowa State is a leader in training
minority graduate students and professors, al-
though lowa is not often thought of as the
most diverse state in the Union.

Mary de Baca’s commitment to diversity is
in the long tradition of the University. This is,
after all, the school which admitted George
Washington Carver when no other school
would allow him to study at all, much less
achieve a PhD. This is the school whose foot-
ball stadium is named after the man who inte-
grated its sports teams in 1923, Jack Trice.
Trice followed in Dr. Carver's footsteps. He
came to lowa to study agriculture so he could
go South and help the community. But he
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